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Executive summary
The webinar on Education and outreach programmes of Arabian Oryx Conservation
institutions in the United Arab Emirates: Successes and future priorities was held via
Microsoft Teams on 22nd September 2020. It was attended by a total of 35
participants from Arabian Oryx and other wildlife institutions in the UAE. The key
objectives of the webinar were to present case studies on conservation and outreach
efforts on Arabian Oryx, identify gaps in these programmes and recommend solutions
accordingly. The webinar participants agreed that the current Arabian Oryx
conservation programmes should move from being species-specific to focus more on
the ecosystem approach that considers the integration and functions of all biotic and
abiotic elements in conservation sites. The existing education and outreach
programmes implemented by Arabian Oryx institutions should be evaluated to
measure their effectiveness in promoting eco-friendly behaviours of target audiences.
To enhance the existing outreach efforts, GSCAO will collaborate with its national and
regional stakeholders to develop an educational toolkit that can serve as an
information hub for the species and identify required actions that can be done by the
public and other audiences to contribute to preserving the Arabian Oryxin its natural
habitats. The cultural and ecological significance of Arabian Oryx in the Arabian
Peninsula will be an integral part of the proposed educational toolkit.
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1

Introduction
The 4th objective of the current Arabian Oryx Regional Conservation and Action Plan
(GSCAO, 2010) focuses on building awareness and educational outreach programmes
that can secure public support and local community participation in Arabian Oryx
conservation efforts. Education and outreach activities transfer environmental
knowledge and skills to target audiences for creating eco-friendly behaviours.
GSCAOs’ stakeholders have a wide range of target audiences ranging from local
communities who depend on reserve resources in their living to students and the
general public who experience wildlife indirectly through zoo facilities and other
sources such as the internet.
This webinar was a good opportunity for identifying contents of conservation
messages, characteristics and needs of target audiences of outreach programmes
offered by local Oryx institutions in the UAE. It enabled GSCAO to understand the
context of outreach and awareness in relation to Arabian Oryx conservation problems,
as well as identify challenges and gaps in the implementation process. This proposed
webinar was the first of its kind in the region that entirely focuses on discussing
education and public participation in Arabian Oryx conservation programmes.

2

Objectives
•
•
•

3

Present case studies on different approaches of education and outreach efforts
implemented by local institutions of Arabian Oryx conservation in the UAE
Identify gaps, challenges that hinder appropriate delivery of conservation
messages to target audiences and recommend solutions accordingly
Identify how local Arabian Oryx collections in the UAE can benefit from GSCAO’s
website as an educational platform to showcase their conservation efforts and
identify opportunities to improve the website to cater to such needs.

Opening remarks and agenda
The webinar was opened with welcome remarks delivered by Dr. Salim Javed, the
Acting Director of Terrestrial Biodiversity. He welcomed participants to the webinar
and stressed its importance in identifying needs and gaps in current outreach
programmes of Arabian Oryx in the UAE. Dr. Salim also acknowledged GSCAO’s
mission in coordinating regional efforts between local collections and breeding
facilities in the range states of Arabian Oryx. He hoped that this online gathering would
result in tangible outcomes that can effectively enhance public understanding and
awareness about Arabian Oryx.
5
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Captive Arabian Oryx in Al Ain Zoo of Abu Dhabi (©Al Ain Zoo).
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Table 1. Agenda
Agenda

Speaker/Moderator

Time

Welcome speech

Dr. Salim Javed, EAD

10:00 a.m-10:05

Overview talk about the webinar,
objectives, expected outputs and
forward actions

Rajeyah Binkulaib, EAD

10:05-10:10

Outreach around Arabian Oryx

Khansa Al Blouki, EAD

10:10-10:20

Eco-tourism and education in the
Dubai Desert Conservation Reserve
(DDCR)

Greg Simkins, DDCR

10:20-10:30

Conservation education through
nature-based activities at the Al Wadi
Nature Reserve

Gabriel Gutsa, Al Wadi
Nature Reserve

10:30-10:40

A new approach in zoo education

Dr. Waleed Shaaban,
Emirates Park Zoo

10:40-10:50

Engaging learners in conservation
education: The Houbara model

Dr. Sandra Vonderlind,
IFHC

10:50-11:00

Hamda Al Ameri, IFHC
GSCAO’s website www.arabianoryx.org
: A regional platform for raising
awareness on Arabian Oryx
conservation

Yassir H. Al Kharusi, EAD 11:00-11:10

Discuss Gaps, needs and challenges
Nessrine Alzahlawi,
11:10-11:50
facing conservation education in the
Rajeyah BinKulaib & Yassir
range states and recommend solutions Al Kharusi
Webinar summary and closing remarks

Nessrine Alzahlawi
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11:50-12:00

4

Abstracts of oral presentations
Outreach around Arabian Oryx
Khansa Ibraheem Al Blouki, EAD
This presentation highlights the role of the outreach division at EAD to raise
environmental awareness among various target audiences, focusing mainly on the
outreach around Arabian Oryx and key results achieved. The purpose of the EADs’
outreach efforts is to raise environmental awareness for Abu Dhabi community and
encourage target audiences to adapt environmentally sustainable practices. Many
outreach programmes are implemented to highlight EAD’s efforts in Arabian Oryx
conservation and its importance to our natural heritage. The programmes use several
educational tools including exhibitions, workshops and social media posts. The
outreach progrtammes have successfully reached more than 921,000 visitors in
various exhibitions and a total of 1,814,297 students.
Eco-tourism and education in the Dubai Desert Conservation Reserve (DDCR)
Greg Simkins, DDCR
The Dubai Desert Conservation Reserve (DDCR) provides an authentic desert
experience for people which shows the beauty and marvel of the natural environment
and educates on the intricacies of nature and the living heritage of Dubai. Through 6
tour operators, a resort and a volunteer expedition, visitors can enjoy a unique desert
experience through encountering wildlife including Arabian Oryx with knowledgeable
guides who are certified by DDCR. In line with the ecotourism programme, DDCR has
been partnering with academic and conservation institutions to conduct field-based
studies that are focused on wildlife monitoring and ecosystem assessment of the
desert landscape.
Conservation education through nature-based activities at the Al Wadi Nature
Reserve
Gabriel Gutsa, Al Wadi Nature Reserve
The Ritz-Carlton Ras Al Khaimah, Al Wadi Desert is a 500-hectare protected nature
reserve that focuses on hospitality, leisure, conservation and eco-tourism. Located in
the northern part of Ras Al Khaimah in the Khadeja valley, the resort has 101 luxurious
villas which are designed for an unforgettable Arabic-styled retreat. Besides providing
5-star hospitality services, the nature reserve is also a habitat to the Arabian Oryx
(Oryx leucoryx) and other ungulate species. The abundance of the flora and fauna
paved the way to the development of nature-based activities such as nature walks,
nature drives, Ritz rangers, bird watching and wildlife feeding. The main purpose of
these nature-based activities is to promote ecotourism, conservation education
amongst the reserves’ visitors.
8
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A new approach in zoo education
Dr. Waleed Shaaban, Emirates Park Zoo
Environmental education efforts in the United Arab Emirates are inspired by the great
legacy of the nation’s founding father Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan who
considered conserving wildlife species such as Arabian Oryx as part of preserving the
national heritage of the country. In line of the sheikh’s Zayed environmental vision,
the Emirates Park Zoo (EPZ) was established to promote environmental awareness on
native wildlife species in the UAE and to provide the zoo visitors including school
students with nature-based experiences. Since March 2020, EPZ closed its doors due
to the global pandemic as a precautionary measure and to comply with health and
safety guidelines in the UAE. In parallel with providing husbandry care to the animals
and simultaneously taking the precautionary measure for the pandemic, EPZ invested
in interactive online education and outreach programmes with its zoo fans including
children. Designing online education programmes was a challenge as there are many
factors that need to be considered to ensure the success and interactive process
between the EPZ educational team and the target audiences. These factors include
cultures, languages, ages and educational backgrounds of the audiences. The EPZ
awarded audiences who successfully completed the online learning sessions.
Engaging learners in conservation education: The Houbara model
Dr. Sandra Vonderlind, IFHC
Hamda Al Ameri, IFHC
The International Fund for Houbara Conservation (IFHC) conservation education
programme was officially launched in 2018, and it is known as the Houbara Model.
Since then, IFHC implemented educational tools in 40 schools across all 7 emirates.
Our education team has trained more than 150 teachers and engaged more than
36000 students. We firmly believe that conservation education should happen ABOUT
the environment, IN the environment, and FOR the environment. The IFHC educational
framework combines three practices, Curriculum Integration, Professional Learning
Networks, and Awareness and Outreach as they are areas of our main work. Like
clockwork, all three practices are not mutually exclusive but rather depend on each
other to produce the desired outcomes. As an example, every year we provide
students and community members with the opportunity to release their own houbara
into the wild. They therefore are learning ABOUT conservation of this animal species
IN the desert, which is the houbara’s natural habitat, FOR the sustainability of the
environment. Through acting, learners internalize positive behaviors and develop the
skills to make informed decisions to protect our environment. The transfer of
knowledge gained from the three practices applied via interactive teaching and
learning strategies in authentic learning situations will ensure that our target
audiences become increasingly engaged and internalize our programme’s overall goal.
9
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GSCAO’s website www.arabianoryx.org: A regional platform for raising awareness on
Arabian Oryx conservation
Yassir H. Al Kharusi, EAD
The General Secretariat for the Conservation of the Arabian Oryx (GSCAO) is a
regional initiative that focuses on coordinating regional efforts of Arabian Oryx
conservation in the Arabian Peninsula. GSCAO is hosted and generously funded by the
Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi (EAD). The key GSCAO’s mission is to facilitate
information sharing and promote capacity building amongst local Arabian Oryx
collections in the region and worldwide. In response to implement the 4th objective of
the GSCAO’s regional strategy and action plan, www.arabianoryx.org was launched to
be as a platform that provides site visitors with updated information on Arabian Oryx
conservation efforts in the region. GSCAO is determined to enhance Arabian Oryx
outreach efforts in the Arabian Peninsula through designing educational toolkits that
can focus on the significance of Arabian Oryx conservation and the public role in the
conservation context of this iconic species.

Sand dunes are one of the natural habists of Arabian Oryx (© EAD).

10
Classification: Restricted - ﻣﻘﯾدة

5

Discussions

(Co-facilitation: Nessrine Alzahlawi, Rajeyah Binkulaib & Yassir H. Al Kharusi)
5.1

Gaps in the current outreach efforts

Participants identified two key gaps in the existing Arabian Oryx outreach
programmes:
•

•
5.2
•

•

There is no holistic approach in species conservation. At the institutional level,
the focus is on flagship species such Arabian Oryx as the key content of the
conservation messages and communications.
No assessment of the effectiveness of Arabian Oryx conservation education
programmes.
Tools needed to improve awareness of Oryx education programmes in UAE
More investment in online learning through developing interactive educational
tools (e.g. games, interactive sessions) that can maintain the interaction
between education teams and target audiences.
Design nature-based activities (e.g. field visits to nature reserves) that can
effectively connect audiences to the Arabian Oryx conservation habitats.

An Arabian Oryx herd in Abu Dhabi (©EAD)
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6

Recommendations
•

•

•

•

•
•

7

Outreach efforts should be based on a holistic approach that can highlight biotic
and abiotic elements and services of the ecosystem in the natural habitats of the
Arabian Oryx.
Local Oryx institutions in the UAE should assess the effectiveness of their outreach
efforts in terms of their impact on knowledge, attitude and behavior improvement
of target audiences.
More investment is needed in online learning which, if well-designed, can be an
effective tool to enhance awareness amongst the public and other audiences such
as students and researchers with interactive resources about Arabian Oryx.
Participants identified general public, students, local community, wildlife lovers
and reseachers as key audiences that Arabian Oryx oureach programmes should
focus on.
Field visits, school curricula integration, social media posts and videos should be
the main tools of any educational toolkit about Arabian Oryx conservation.
Key messages of national oureach efforts should focus on cultural significance,
biology and management actions that have succfessfully contributed to Arabian
Oryx conservation in the UAE.

Next steps
In 2021, GSCAO will collaborate with its national and regional stakeholders to develop
an educational toolkit with a goal of providing Arabian Oryx collections with an
interactive tool that has updated and verified information on Arabian Oryx. A
taskforce comprised of educational and conservation specialists from UAE and other
range states is proposed to be formed for this purpose. GSCAO will develop the outline
of this proposed educational toolkit, its specific objectives, target adiences and
required actions by participating institutions from Arabian Oryx range states.
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Appendix I:
Participants’ feedback on the webinar
(Based on 18 respondents)
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Who should be the primary target audience for education and awareness around Arabian
Oryx Conservation, in your opinion?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General public
Students and teachers
Researchers
Wildlife lovers
Outreach community
Decision makers including those whose decisions impact conservation
Wildlife organizations
Local communities who live near Arabian Oryx

How can your collection help to develop educational toolkits on Arabian Oryx
conservation?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We have certain tools that we used in our outreach programme which can help in
educating the audience and school students
Designing leaflets and pamphlets
Our educational framework can be applied to any species not just our flagship
species
Sharing our experience in schools Programmes, winter Environment Camp, and
Publications
Permitting field visits
Provide information on our site
Developing brochures, organizing field trips and through social media
Provide valuable information about Oryx in our protected area
Provide educational materials, facts, importance of the species, husbandry, welfare
information and share successful stories

Would your institution/collection be interested in participating in a field learning
programme (post-Covid) to help communities (different ages) learn about the Arabian Oryx
by hosting visits?
•

•

Yes, we are working on the same goal and it will be great to participate in such
programmes to highlight our zoo’s effort in preserving Arabian Oryx and educating
people about its programme, history and initiatives
Because of the financial crises due to covid-19, field trips will work in the best way if
they are chargeable, so that they can be hosted smoothly. A discount can be agreed
upon.
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What are the key messages that should be the focus of any education and outreach
programmes of Arabian Oryx conservation?
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Importance of Oryx conservation and what actions can target audiences take to
contribute to Oryx conservation
What is Conservation? Why should we Care?
Health status, feeding and conservation breeding
Arabian Oryx is flagship species, but it should not be the sole focus of
education/outreach, rather the ecosystems and all the associated species and
habitats, as well as economic, environmental and social/cultural benefits
Threats control, herd sustainability and future release plans
The cultural importance of Arabian Oryx
The importance of wildlife in Arabia. The history of the Arabian Oryx and its role in
the Bedouin culture specifically in the UAE. The future of the Oryx in terms of
releasing them into the wild.
species status, importance, and threats (including how we can mitigate them)
The importance of Arabian oryx conservation and how to help and contribute
To know this animal and how to preserve it because it is considered as one of
national heritage
Why we should care about Arabian Oryx conservation. Link it to the legacy of The
Late Sheikh Zayed and it is UAE flagship for species conservation efforts
The threat of losing a species to humans (healthy ecosystems).
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Do you have any other comments?
•
•
•
•
•

We need to have more webinars like this one - It was very useful
Thank you very much for having us. We will be happy to collaborate with your team
and would like to strengthen our relationship
I really enjoyed the webinar. It was interactive and interesting
More similar events will be helpful in raising the awareness
I hope to share conservation efforts on Arabian Oryx in other Emirates in UAE.
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Appendix 2:
List of webinar participants

Name

Institution

E-mail

1

Mouza Jarman Al
Neyadi

Al Ain Zoo

Mouza.alneyadi@alainzoo.ae

2

Hamda Al Ameri

International Fund for
Houbara Conservation
(IFHC)

hameri@houbarafund.gov.ae

3

ALA ALJUNAIBI

Environment and
Protected Areas
Authority, SharjahEPAA

ala.aljunaibi@epaa.shj.ae

4

Christiaan Gobler

Al Ajban Wildlife Safari

chrisgrobs@yahoo.co.uk

5

Hassina Ali

MOCCE

hachihi@moccae.gov.ae

6

Gabriel Gusta

Al Wadi Desert Resort

gutsagabriel@gmail.com

7

Gregory Simkins

Dubai Desert
Conservation ReserveDDCR

Greg.simkins@emirates.com

vijay kumar

Al Ajban Wildlife Safari

drvijay0220@gmail.com

Sarah Jizzini

IFHC

Sarah.jizzini@houbarafund.gov.ae

Maitha Abdulla Al
Mheiri

Ministry of Climate
Change and
Environment

maalmheiri@moccae.gov.ae

Fergal Quinn

Wadi Al Safa Wildlife

fergal@shp.ae

8

9

10

11
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12

Tasnim Salem Al
Falasi

Dubai Municipality

TSALFALASI@dm.gov.ae

13

Hessa Al Qahtani

Al Ain Zoo

Hessa.alqahtani@alainzoo.ae

14

Peter David
Farrington

Dubai Municipality

PDFARRINGTON@dm.gov.ae

15

Shamma Saeed
Alkhoori

EAD

Shamma.Alkhoori@ead.gov.ae

16

Ahmed Eisa Al
Harrasi

Al Ain Zoo

ahmed.alharrasi@alainzoo.ae

Dubai Municipality

sfbadaam@dm.gov.ae

17
18

Abdullahi
Mohammedou

Al Ajban Protected
Management

Abd3171133@gmail.com

19

Fayeza Yahya
Alseiari

EAD

Fayeza.Alseiari@ead.gov.ae

20

Abid Mahmoud

Department of Culture
and Tourism- Abu Dhabi

abid@barari.ae

21

Ibrahim Al Nassan

Department of Culture
and Tourism- Abu Dhabi

ibrahim@barari.ae

22

Khansa Ibraheem Al
Blouki

EAD

kalblouki@ead.gov.ae

23

Dr Erik Doran

Wadi Al Safa Wildlife

Erik@waswc.com

24

Dena Haleem Khan

Dubai Municipality

DHALEEM@dm.gov.ae

25

Ahmed Al Hashemi

EAD

ahmed.alhashmi@ead.gov.ae

26

Dr. Salim Javed

EAD

sjaved@ead.gov.ae

27

Jawaher Lootah

Dubai Municipality

jalootah@dm.gov.ae

28

Khaldoun Al Omari

EAD

khaldoun.alomari@ead.gov.ae

29

Nessrine Alzahlawi

EAD

Nessrine.Alzahlawi@ead.gov.ae

30

Yassir H. Al Kharusi

EAD

yalkharusi@ead.gov.ae
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31

Rajeyah Binkulaib

EAD

rajeyah.binkulaib@ead.gov.ae

32

Justin Chuven

EAD

justin.chuven@ead.gov.ae

33
34

Dr. Waleed Shaaban
Ahmed Adnan
Mohammed Mashli

waleed@emiratespark.ae
aamashli@moccae.gov.ae

35

Ahmed Abdulla Al
Dhaheri

Emirates Park Zoo
Ministry of Climate
Change and
Environment
EAD
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aaldhaheri@ead.gov.ae

